MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FELTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

HELD IN THE PAVILION ON TUESDAY 2 APRIL 2013


	Present:
	

	John Self (in the Chair)
	Graham Buckley

	Daphne Grint
	Bob Clarke

	Paula Carter
	Les Wright

	Stuart Clancy (from item 3)
	

	
	

	Also in attendance:
	

	Sonya Garland (Clerk)
	Joanne Keeler (District Councillor)

	
	

	Members of the Public x1
	

	
	


	1.
	Chairman’s welcome and apologies for absence

	
	Apologies were received from John Starling.

	
	

	2
	Declarations of Interest

	
	Cllr Buckley declared an interest in planning application 20130325, as a nearby house owner.

	
	

	3
	To Ratify the Minutes of the Meeting held on 5 March 2013 

	
	The minutes were signed as being a true record of the meeting.

	
	

	4
	Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meetings on 5 March 2013

	4.1
	4.1  Grit bins.  Records in the accounts book had shown a payment made to Cupboards Direct in 2011 for grit bins.  The clerk would check with them as to whether they had ever been delivered.

	
	

	4.2
	12.5  The Clerk reported that Highways regarded Hall Lane as a “soft road” which only needed to be passable in a 4 wheel drive vehicle.  They would schedule an inspection to ascertain if this was possible. Councillors AGREED to reconsider the matter in two months to see if any improvement had taken place.

	
	

	5 
	Police Report

	5.1
	The police report for March 2013 was considered.   During this period 23 calls were made to the control room, 6 of which were recorded (2x theft, 2x burglary in a building other than a dwelling, 1x attempted burglary in a building other than a dwelling and 1x criminal damage). 

	
	

	6
	Reports from County & District Councillors

	
	There was nothing to report.

	
	

	7
	Break for the Public to Speak

	
	No comments were made.

	
	

	8
	Correspondence 

	8.1
	A letter had been received from Felthorpe Cricket Club requesting help with the annual grass cutting costs of £712.82 (inc VAT).  Councillors agreed to pay 50% of costs.

	
	

	8.2
	A letter had been received from St Margaret’s Church requesting a grant towards the maintenance and upkeep of the churchyard.  After discussion the Councillors AGREED to discuss the amount of the donation at the May meeting.  In the meantime the Clerk would write to Church Warden,  Mr Rowlands, to request an update on the building of a committee room for the village which some of the proceeds of the sale of the former Church Rooms had been allocated for.

	
	

	8.3
	Correspondence had been received from Broadland District Council advising that the two new houses on Bilney Lane would be numbered 1A and 1B.

	
	

	8.4
	A letter had been received from the Norfolk Association of Local Councils with their fees for the forthcoming year.  Councillors agreed to pay this.

	
	

	8.5
	Correspondence had been received from Broadland District Council requesting comments on the Growth Triangle Area Action Plan - Councillors had no comment to make.

	
	

	9
	Planning

	
	The following planning applications were considered:

	
	

	9.1
	Application 20130258 - Erection of new Biomass Facility, Holt Road.

The parish council opposed the application, until they were in receipt of answers to the following questions, which the Clerk would ask the Planning Officer to supply:

·   Will the biomass fuel be wholly generated onsite by existing sawmill waste products / manufacture of saleable timber products, or will wood products be brought in?

·   How does the Sawmill expect to increase the company turnover so significantly without increasing vehicular movements?
·   How many more staff do they anticipate will be required to run the site when at full         use?
·   Why are 2x new dwellings required in addition to the existing dwellings on site?
·   Have emergency plans been put in place, with regard to the Bacton gas pipe running underneath the site?

	
	

	9.2
	Application 20130278 - Mill Farm, MIll Lane.

The parish council supported the application.

	
	

	9.3
	Application 20130325 - Former Church Rooms, Church Lane.

The parish council supported the application.

	
	

	10
	Finance

	
	The following payments were agreed:


· Clerks salary and expenses (March)- £152.41
· Clerk tax (Jan – Mar)- £92.80

· Ace of Spades – Tree work for Recreation Ground – £336.00
· NALC - £146.70


Regarding Felthorpe Cricket club, the Clerk reported that Broadland District Council had agreed that the cost of the matting as well as the concrete posts and installation of both could come from the section 106 funds that they held.  Felthorpe Cricket club would arrange for the invoices to be charged to the Parish Council; the Clerk would forward scans of the invoices to Broadland who would release the money to the Parish Council to pay the invoices with.

	
	

	11
	Village Matters

	11.1
	It was noted that the potholes on the junction of Mill Lane / The Street, and on Taverham Road opposite the entrance to the flying club had not been repaired.  The Clerk would report these again.

	
	

	11.2
	It was noted that wire and lighting were still protruding from the hedge at Yew Tree House.  The Clerk had reported this to Highways last month.  Cllr Keeler and Cllr Clancy agreed to speak to Broadland and Norfolk County Councils to see if they could intervene in some way.

	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 10.10pm

Date of next meeting – Tuesday 7 May 2013, 8pm.


